
Rep. John Larson Speaking in Committee

ON THIS COMMITTEE ARE GOOD PEOPLE. THEY'RE HONEST AND CARING PEOPLE. AND

THAT'S WHY I

DO NOT UNDERSTAND WHY YOU WOULD RELEGATE THIS COMMITTEE TO NO LONGER

BEING OF SIGNIFICANCE AND

RESORT TO SAYING, YOU WILL DO WHATEVER ELON MUSK AND DONALD TRUMP TELL

YOU TO DO.

WHERE'S THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE COMMITTEE? WHERE'S THE LEGISLATURE? WE'RE

AN EQUAL BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT.

AND YOU START OFF WITH A BLATHER. AND YET WHEN WE LOOK AT THE EMPTY SEATS

HERE, WHERE IS ELON MUSK?

I'M SURE HE'S A GENIUS AND IS A VERY CREDIBLE PERSON BECAUSE OF THE WEALTH

HE'S ACCUMULATED.

BUT THAT DOES NOT PUT HIM ABOVE THE LAW OR THE RESPONSIBILITY TO COME

BEFORE THIS COMMITTEE, IN THIS CONGRESS.

IF HE'S SO GREAT, IF THESE PLANS AND ALL THE FRAUD AND ABUSE THAT HE'S FOUND

ARE SO IMMINENT, WHY ISN'T HE HERE EXPLAINING IT?

YOU KNOW WHY? BECAUSE HE'S OUT TO PRIVATIZE SOCIAL SECURITY. HE'S BEEN ON

TELEVISION THE LAST COUPLE OF DAYS

TALKING EXACTLY ABOUT SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID AND WHAT HE

INTENDS TO DO-PRIVATIZE IT.

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, SOME OF THEM MAY HAVE BEEN BORN AT NIGHT, BUT NOT LAST

NIGHT. PEOPLE ARE AWARE OF THIS.



EVERY SINGLE ONE OF YOUR DISTRICTS NOW HAVE SOMEONE COMING IN TO PRIVATIZE

A SYSTEM,

SOMETHING YOU HAVE LONGED TO DO GOING BACK TO 1982, BECAUSE ELON MUSK

THINKS THAT THIS IS THE BEST THING TO DO.

PRESIDENT TRUMP HAS CALLED SOCIAL SECURITY A SCAM. ELON MUSK HAS CALLED IT

A PONZI SCHEME.

ASK THE MORE THAN 198,000 PEOPLE IN YOUR DISTRICT WHO RELY ON SOCIAL

SECURITY,

AND YOU WON'T EVEN LET THE PERSON WHO'S PLANNING TO PRIVATIZE IT, WHO'S

TELLING THE BIG LIE IN FRONT OF EVERYONE,

SAYING, 'THIS IS WHAT WE'RE GOING TO DO. THE CONGRESS IS IN OUR BACK POCKET.

WE DON'T EVEN HAVE TO COME BEFORE THEM AND TESTIFY BECAUSE WE CONTROL

THE HOUSE, WE CONTROL THE SENATE,

AND WE CONTROL THE PRESIDENCY.'

IT'S THE TYRANNY OF THE EXECUTIVE. IT'S WHY THESE RESOLUTIONS WERE FIRST

ADOPTED BACK IN 1789,

BECAUSE THE FOUNDING FATHERS KNEW THAT THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH DOES NOT

HAVE TOTAL AUTHORITY OVER THE LEGISLATURE,

UNLESS YOU HAVE A WILLING PARTY THAT SAYS, 'NO, WE'RE GOING TO DO EXACTLY

WHAT YOU TELL US TO DO, MR. MUSK.'

IT DOESN'T MATTER TO OUR CONSTITUENTS. IT DOESN'T MATTER HOW MUCH MONEY

THEY ARE NOT GOING TO RECEIVE.

WE'RE NOT EVEN GOING TO TELL THEM THE TRUTH ABOUT WHAT'S GOING TO HAPPEN

TO THEM.



SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTERS TO OVER 70 MILLION PEOPLE IN THE NATION'S NUMBER

ONE ANTI-POVERTY PROGRAM FOR THE ELDERLY AND CHILDREN.

SHAME. SHAME! CAN'T BRING PEOPLE IN FRONT OF THIS BODY? IF HE'S RIGHT, IF

THEY'RE SO GOOD,

IF THEY'RE SO JUST, WHY AREN'T THEY HERE TELLING THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ABOUT

IT?

THEY ARE NOT. BECAUSE YOU KNOW THE TRUTH-IT'S ABOUT PRIVATIZATION. I YIELD

BACK.


